INTRODUCTION

MANI KABUM VOLUME I

The Buddha spoke to the most excellent of bodhisattvas, the Noble One Lord Avalokiteshvara, “The kingdom of Snow Land is to be tamed by you. Produce the goal of going to that country.  All the beings there are afflicted by the five poisons and are very hard to tame, but tame them by various means.”  These words were prophesied.  The Noble One Lord Avalokiteshvara emanated as the bodhisattva monkey Halumenzu and Jomo Tara emanated as a rakshashi of the rocks.  The father of Snow Land was a monkey and the mother, a rakshasi of the rocks.  After the lineage of humans were created by them and seeing that the time for them to be tamed had come, Lord Avalokiteshvara emanated as king Songtsen Gampo.  Jomo Tronyerchenma emanated as the Nepali queen Tritsün, Jomo Tara as the Chinese queen Kongjo and Mañjushri as Thönmi Sambhota who brought letters from India and changed them from Sanskrit into Dharma language. 

The king with the intention of benefitting beings of later times taught the practice cycle of Great Compassion and many oral instructions.  Thönmi Sambhota wrote these down.  The king said, “Make these Dharma taught by me into two volumes and hide in the temple of Hayagriva.  At the time when humans have diminished merit, supplicate Great Compassion, Avalokiteshvara.  The essence is the Six Syllable, OM MANI PADME HUM.   Recite it.  The goodness of this life will arise.  Supplicate it like a wishing jewel.  Do not produce doubt and hesitation.  Meditate on Great Compassion.  Practise.  Teach.  Explain.  Spread and cultivate.  The supports of Buddha are established.”

After the kingdom of Snow Land was established in happiness, the king having reached the age of eighty-four, on the twelfth day of the first spring, looked directly into the heart of Avalokiteshvara.  His body dissolved into light penetrating the heart of the deity Avalokiteshvara.  Then light arose in the right eye of Great Compassion.  It penetrated queen Lhacig Tritsün.  She dissolved into light and penetrated the heart of the deity Lhamo Tronyerchenma.  Then light arose in the left eye.  It penetrated Lhacig Kongjo.  She dissolved into light penetrating the heart of the deity Lhamo Tara.

This is the first volume of Mani Kabum.  It belongs to all beings.  Gathering all gods and humans, teach them with generosity, disseminate it and open Dharma doors.  

This text is kept at Thedlung Pungthang Dechen Phodang Dzong Imperial Palace Kingdom of Bhutan.
